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To radically improve the sustainability of the built 
environment, by transforming the way it is planned, 
designed, constructed, maintained and operated.



Roadmap Outputs

• A Pathway for the UK Built Environment

• Technical Report

• Summary for Policy-Makers

• Stakeholder Action Plans
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Trajectory Inputs: Examples



UK Built Environment GHG Emissions 1990-2050



Action Required



Operational Carbon: 
Existing Homes

48% 
of UK built 

environment 

emissions

Key priority: Nation-wide retrofitting of UK 
homes so they are efficient, warm, and 
cheaper to heat, whilst phasing out fossil fuel 
heating. 



Operational Carbon: 
Existing Non-
Domestic Buildings

Key priority: Energy performance disclosure 

for non-domestic buildings to ensure that 

real-world performance of assets is visible to 

the market, and can influence asset 

valuation, market transactions, and 

management decisions.

23% 
of UK built 

environment 

emissions



Operational Carbon: 
New Buildings

Key priority: Adoption of a design for 

performance approach to new buildings and 

to shift away from theoretical “notional 

building” approaches and focus on real-world 

energy performance, alongside other key net 

zero enablers such as peak demand limits.



Embodied Carbon: 
All Buildings

Key priority: Whole life carbon measurement and 

agreed limits

Policy

• Mandatory measurement of WLC, followed by 

phased introduction of embodied carbon limits

• Support the industry to develop EPDs (to 

EN15804 & 3rd party verified) at the scale and 

quality required.

• Remove VAT on refurbishment works (i.e. 0% 

VAT) which retain building structural frame

• Supply chain decarbonisation investment

20% 
of UK built 

environment 

emissions



Whole Life 
Carbon 
Regulation



Embodied Carbon: 
All Buildings

Key priority: Whole life carbon measurement and 

agreed limits

Industry: 

• Whole life carbon as first order consideration, 

alongside embodied carbon targets

• Procuring low carbon materials

• Capturing project data

20% 
of UK built 

environment 

emissions



Embodied & 
Operational Carbon: 
Infrastructure 

Key priority: Infrastructure investment 

based on net emissions impact, alongside 

a policy framework and investment to drive 

industrial decarbonisation of key 

construction supply chains.

6% 
of UK built 

environment 

emissions



Next Steps

UKGBC

• Ongoing meetings with policy-makers

• Developing EUIs

• Future data updates (frequency to be determined)

• Maximising impact within the industry

Call to Action

• Strategies to meet 2025 targets



Thank you!


